Fostering Resilience in Kids

Resiliency is defined as the the ability to spring back from and successfully adapt to adversity.
An increasing body of research is showing that most people — especially kids, can bounce back
from risks, stress, crisis, trauma, and experience life success.

\When kids are asked who and what has contributed to their resilience, they most often
name individual people in their lives first . . . then they go on to mention activities, opportunities,
classes or — occasionally — programs.

The key to fostering resilience in the school setting is for educators to decrease the number of
risk factors students encounter and in turn, increase the number of protective factors or
positive environmental, behavioral, and emotional circumstances that buffer kids from

the challenges in their lives and encourage them to succeed.

Four Steps to Help Educators Foster Resilience

Step

Always communicate the “resiliency attitude”

Fostering resilience begins with an attitude, expressed verbally and non-verbally, that communicates,
“] see what is right with you, no matter what you have done in the past, no matter what problems you
currently face. Your strengths are more powerful than your ‘risks.” And whatever risks, problems, and
adversity you are facing you are on the road to bouncing back — they are not the end of the road!”



Four Steps to Help Educators (cont.)

Step
Focus on strengths with same or even greater meticulousness
than used in characterizing weaknesses
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Maintain a “never give up!” Attitude

It is clear that fostering resilience doesn’t happen as a result of shuffling kids through a program.
Something all caring aduits can convey is an attitude of optimism and encouragement, a focus on strengths,
and a commitment to weaving standards from the resiliency web into kids’ lives. Persistence, in these
approaches will help kids overcome obstacles and not just “survive” but “thrive”.

Tips to Foster Resilience in the Classroom

* Be caring and supportive « Promote positive social connections
* Provide clear and consistent expectations « Encourage helping others
» Foster positive attitudes « Teach problem-solving and peace-building skills
* Nurture positive behaviors and emotions « Ensure healthy habits
* Develop feelings of competence « Recognize and assist with stress reduction
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For more information: http://www.k12.wa.us/OperationMilitaryKids/




